department environment are covered well. The list of contributors is long and embraces outstanding figures in the field as well as eminent publishers of literature on the subject.
The book can be picked up or put down at any time. It is thus useful, not only for review, but selftesting. The questions are succinct, with a reasonable number of alternative answers. The answers are arranged at the end of each chapter with well supported comments and references to an outstanding tome, Barkins Paediatric Emergency Medicine-Concepts and Clinical Practice, 2nd Edition. It is thus possible with the page references supplied to explore any question and answer more fully, and this is a valuable facility.
The book is an educational experience, sharpening one's knowledge as well as effectively directing the reader for future definitive information on any subject.
I believe this book would be of great value in the library of an emergency department (paediatric or adult) as a source of learning not only for RMOs and registrars who are required to work in emergency departments, but also for anaesthetists who wish to continue to refresh their knowledge without referring to a large text.
At such a competitive price, I strongly recommend this book.
J. H. OVERTON function, with special emphasis on those methods that can be applied or have been modified to be applicable during anaesthesia". Part one is titled "Physiological Principles in Health and Chronic Disease" and presents a comprehensive but not exhaustive review of basic physiology in the normal lung as well as highlighting the differences that occur in chronic obstructive and restrictive lung disease. Part two is titled "Anaesthesia and Acute Respiratory Failure". It summarizes well the changes to respiratory mechanics, ventilation, blood flow and gas exchange that occur with the introduction of anaesthesia and controlled ventilation. It also presents a review of the changes that occur in acute respiratory failure with particular emphasis to ARDS and the similarities between these two disease states and the normal lung during anaesthesia. The third part of the book is titled the "Practice of Respiratory Measurement" and deals with the practicalities of measuring volumes and ventilation, respiratory mechanics and gas exchange.
In summary this is a concise and well presented book. It is occasionally too brief, but as it never pretends to replace Nunn's "Applied Respiratory Physiology" or any similar text, this is not a major problem. The book will be a very useful addition to the library of any examination candidate and for the interested reader it certainly achieves its aim of "stimulating the thinking of respiratory physiology in the anaesthetized patient".
M. TUCK
Ballarat, Victoria

Handbook of Cardiac Anesthesia and Perioperative
Care. J. D. Wasnick; Butterworth-Heinemann Aust., PO. Box 251, Port Melbourne, Vic. 3207; $100; 140 x 215 mm; pp. 388. The author aims to provide a "praxis", i.e. "learning through active engagement" approach to cardiac anaesthesia. The first half of the book follows an anaesthetist through the care of the adult patient for first time coronary artery grafts, from preoperative preparation through to postoperative care. There are photographic series to introduce the reader to the stages of coronary artery bypass surgery, internal jugular cannulation and the cardiopulmonary bypass pump. The second half presents brief chapters on more complex cases such as re-do surgery, valvular disease, aortic dissection. There are also chapters on cardiopulmonary bypass and transoesophageal echocardiography.
Thus text is based on the author's practice in a 
